
What a week!

The Fitch & Leedes PGA Championship was a smashing success,

showing off our magnificent St Francis Links, our community and

the entire region. In case you didn’t see it live or watch on

SuperSport, you still can on DSTV Catchup!

Congratulations to our Champion Deon Germishuys!  



The final hole!

Michael Vlismas writes for the
Sunshine Tour:
ST FRANCIS BAY, Eastern Cape – It is part of the illustrious

history of the Fitch & Leedes PGA Championship that this

tournament changes lives. It shapes careers. It builds legends.

It’s one of those enduring icons of South African professional golf.

And on this Sunday at St Francis Links, Deon Germishuys became

a part of this great story.

With a final round of 69, Germishuys won South Africa’s second

oldest professional golf tournament on 14 under par – one stroke

clear of Samuel Simpson and Hennie du Plessis.

He earned the right to have his name engraved on a trophy

alongside the names of Gary Player, Dale Hayes, John Bland,

Corey Pavin, Ernie Els, David Frost, Nick Price, Louis Oosthuizen

and so many others.

But even more than this, he earned the right to keep doing what

he does inside the ropes on the Sunshine Tour for his family, and

his new baby.

After playing his heart out on the DP World Tour but still coming

short and losing his card there, he returned to home fairways with

no playing privileges.

He was hoping for tournament invitations into some of the bigger

tournaments. But then came this Sunday in one of South African



golf’s most prestigious tournaments, and suddenly the fairways

have opened up before him.

“This means a lot to me. I didn’t think I was ever going to win at

this golf course. For some reason I never knew how to play it, but

it seems like I figured it out now. With all the great names on this

trophy, it’s really an honour,” said Germishuys.

And with his young family looking on, he broke down in tears as

he added, “It means a lot to have them here.”

Thousands of kilometres away, his father-in-law James Kingston

sat in Cambodia at a Legends Tour event and was in tears.

Kingston could not have wished for a better present for himself

than to have his son-in-law claim such a significant victory on his

60th birthday.

Because Kingston knows what one week like this can mean.

In 2007, after nearly 20 years of trying, he claimed his first DP

World Tour title in the South African Open.

That Sunday he beat a field including Darren Clarke, Greg

Norman and Ernie Els. And when the win came, he too broke

down in tears.

Decades later, Germishuys showed his own character to add his

name to an illustrious trophy in South African golf.

As Sundays go on the Sunshine Tour, this was indeed a

memorable one for a family in golf.

The Fitch & Leedes PGA Championship is proudly
supported by Stinger GC, Momentum, Eastern Cape Parks
and Tourism Agency (ECPTA), Kouga Municipality, Sarah
Baartman District Municipality, Cape St Francis, Telkom
and the PGA of South Africa.



I t has become tradition that the PGA Champion receives the legendary
Santa Burger after his w in!  Deon enjoyed his w ith his coach and good

friend, Cliff Barnard who couldn’t have been prouder!

A word from “Diets”



Before he even touched ground back home, class-act Dietrich,

known as “Diets”, writes:

Dear Jeff, Liezl and Norman,

We arrived safely back in Johannesburg yesterday after a

wonderful week in the Eastern Cape.

I just wanted to thank you all for the hospitality and all the effort

that you and your teams put into the event during the week.

It’s always a pleasure to come down to St Francis Links and it was

wonderful to see so many of our PGA Members at the event either

working, playing or just supporting the event.

Have a great day and all the best of luck for your upcoming

season. 

Jeff, please pass on our thanks to Charl Blaauw for the amazing

job he did on the course.

Norman, please can you just send our appreciation to Nazeem,

Karel and Neil.

Keep doing what you are doing for golf.

Kindest regards

Dietrich Uys

Chief Executive

PGA Advanced Fellow

PGA of South Africa



Dietrich Uys, Gary De Bruin, Meyer Du Toit, Jeff, Louis Hattingh and
Louis Destroo

Commissioner of the Sunshine Tour, Thomas Abt also sent a mail,

saying “Magnificent tournament and magnificent hosts. Thank you

for going the extra mile always.”

Our “Honorary Starters”
As usual, our two “Honorary Starters” were on the tee!  Well done

Jeff Clause and Tom Grimsley on working the tee all week!  Also

Dietrich Uys and the lovely Tracey Marais, from the PGA of South

Africa, for representing so well!





Tom and Jeff

Champion, Deon Germishuys, surrounded by PGA of SA Club
Professionals



Our supportive Eastern Cape Nomads 

Our top Course Maintenance Team! 



Gary de Bruin, Jeff and Louis Hattingh, senior producer at SuperSport

Fitch & Leedes also introduced “The
Stinger”!
50ml Tequila  |  200ml Fitch & Leedes Pineapple Lemonade 
Citrus  |  Tropical foam 



A wonderful message of thanks received from the title sponsor:



Dear Jeff and Liezel,

I hope you are both resting well after a busy week.

I am writing to send a sincere thank you to you both for the

incredible hosting of the Fitch & Leedes PGA Championship over

the past week. The hospitality we received was nothing short of

world class.

Jeff, your team at the Links is simply incredible. They consistently

go above and beyond to ensure that everyone feels welcome, and

this is a direct reflection of your leadership. It is a perfect balance

of professionalism and genuine warmth.

I wanted to thank you personally, but also pass on the immense

gratitude from the entire Fitch & Leedes brand. We truly

appreciate the hard work, passion and dedication your staff and

everyone involved in the organization. It makes us proud to be

associated with such a prestigious venue and team.

Thank you once again for a memorable championship. We look

forward to seeing you again soon.

Warm regards,

James Shaw

Marketing Manager



Louis Destroo, chairman of the PGA with Heinrich Bruiners receiving his
trophy as Best Placed PGA Professional

Stories from the cart path

Bart and Caryl Logie are well-known local authors and storytellers

who have spent many years exploring and documenting the rich

natural and cultural heritage of the St Francis region. Their work

beautifully weaves together history, landscapes, birds, plants and

the stories of the people who shaped this coastline. With their

deep knowledge and warm, engaging style, their talks are always

a highlight — insightful, entertaining and full of fascinating

discoveries.  Now they bring you stories from the cart path …

and some interesting insights to the early days of St Francis Links

…



Join us Monday, 15 Dec at 17h00. Please RSVP by scanning the

QR Code or clicking HERE.

Golf Results

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc9Y-T3CYtc4LIAFJ8OqvAFBHu0CRzPjr2c4uYqEJ9fwVfXXQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc9Y-T3CYtc4LIAFJ8OqvAFBHu0CRzPjr2c4uYqEJ9fwVfXXQ/viewform


What's coming up in December?

http://cdn.retailtribe.com/content/newsletter/2025/49/177/batch_Screenshot 2025-12-04 at 16.46.351000.jpg


http://cdn.retailtribe.com/content/newsletter/2025/48/177/SFL A4 What's on Dec 2025-11000.jpg




Did you start off right? 
We want you to get more from your golf experience in 2026. That

starts by reflecting on how it's gone thus far in 2025.    

 

If you want to improve your golf, there are a few key numbers

you should reflect on. So, let’s go through one of those numbers

now. 



If you want to get to a 12–15 handicap range, then you will need

to hit at least 7 fairways out of 14. If you want to get into single

figures, then it’s only a small improvement: 8–9 fairways found.

How did you do?

Think about your last rounds. How many of the fairways (not the

par 3s) were you hitting off the tee? 

And now we have a question

We’d like you to share something very small with us about your

golf journey.



Many golfers we play with have a PW as part of their iron set.

These used to be 48°. Now many are stronger than 44°. 

The specific lofts for your scoring zone clubs matter. Ideally you

want the 48, 52, 56 & 60° lofts covered. If you only have room

for three wedges, then 50, 54, & 58° lofts help to cover most

scoring shot requirements.

https://www.stfrancislinksgolfpros.co.za/pages/survey
https://www.stfrancislinksgolfpros.co.za/pages/cleveland-rtz-wedges-loft-session


Connect with us below or, even better, come and talk to us

directly.

  

To ensure you continue receiving our updates, please add

stfrancis@greensidegolfer.retailtribenews.com  to your address book. Struggling to see this

email? View it online or download a printer friendly copy. 
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